BOOKER T. WASHINGTON

I desire you to know how much I appreciate the kindness
of Dr. Washington and how highly I esteemed him.  Please
accept my deep sympathy and believe me,
Very sincerely yours,

[Signed]   HELENA PADEREWSKI.

Although apparently indifferent to the treatment he re-
ceived from those about him Booker Washington was in
reality, as has been said, unusually sensitive. No matter
what his engagements he always insisted upon being at
home with his wife and children on Thanksgiving Day and
on Christmas. One Christmas, about ten years ago, it so
happened that no Christmas presents were provided for
him. The children gave presents to one another and to
their mother and she to them, but through oversight there
were no presents for Mr. Washington. Mrs. Washington
says that after the presents had been opened her husband
drew her aside and said in broken tones: "Maggie, they've
not given me a single Christmas present!" From then on
Mrs. Washington saw to it that the children remembered
their father at Christmas.

In Birmingham, Ala., about three years before his death,
he and his secretary entered an office building one day to
call on one of the Tuskegee Trustees whose office was on
the top floor. When they looked for an elevator they were
referred by the hall man to the elevator for colored people.
On this elevator was a sign reading, "For Negroes and
Freight," His secretary expected him to comment on
this, but he said nothing and seemed hardly to notice it.
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